
It is my pleasure to serve the BAS community as president of the Board of Education for the 2015 calendar year.  

There has never been a better time to be a BAS family, as we are carefully working our way out of deficit and we 

have an approved bond that is allowing significant improvements to our facilities.  It has already been an exciting 

and fruitful year, and I thought that I would write a quarterly newsletter to keep parents, students, and friends 

up-to-date on our many accomplishments and future plans. 

Here are some of them: 

 Your board had a retreat on March 28 to decide on our operating norms and how we will work together.  

Future retreats will help us set goals for Academics and Instruction, Finance, Facilities, Communications, 

Community, Human Resources, Special Services, and Co-Curricular.  

 We recently approved a 5-year contract for Dr. Greg Gray, Superintendent of BAS which allows for an 

additional stipend based upon his excellent performance review and his hard work on Shared Services. 

 Significant improvements are going on at Brighton High School, most noticeably the addition of the new 

swimming pool (scheduled to open in October, 2015).  Once the pool is complete, the parking lots will be 

newly paved. 

 Financial strategy has been a centerpiece of our planning for the year as we move out of deficit.  We are 

carefully considering our priorities (thus the reason for the retreat).  One policy that we approved was to 

strive for a 10% fund equity.  Using a personal finance analogy, this is equivalent to building up an 

‘emergency fund’ to help us avoid ever being a deficit district in the future.  Other financial strategies that 

we are considering are related to curriculum and retiring old debt. 

 A resolution was passed on the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Some of your board members have received training from the Michigan Association of School Boards 

(MASB). 

 Routine retirements and leaves were approved for various BAS teachers and administrators.  We are 

losing much talent with these retirements, and wish all BAS retirees a long, happy, and healthy 

retirement. 

 Finally, Mr. Andy Burchfield was voted onto the BAS Board of Education to fill a seat that was vacated 

when a serving board member resigned. 

If you are interested, Board of Education meetings are held on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at 

7pm at the BECC Building.  You are always welcome to attend and participate in ‘Call to the Public’ at the 

beginning and end of each meeting.  Also, YouTube videos of each meeting are available at 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BASBoardMeetings .  Finally, here is a list of your school board members and 

their contact information (in alphabetical order). 

Name Office Email Phone 

Andy Burchfield Trustee burchfielda@brightonk12.com 810-299-4580 

John Conely Trustee conelyrental@sbcglobal.net  810-299-4582 

Dave Chesney Vice President chesneyd@brightonk12.com 810-299-4581 

Jay Krause President krauseJ@brightonk12.com 810-299-4583 

Beth Minert Secretary minertb@brightonk12.com 810-299-4584 

Ken Stahl Treasurer stahlk@brightonk12.com 810-299-4585 

Bill Trombley Trustee btrombley@grangerconstruction.com 810-299-4586 

Sincerely, 

Jay Krause 

President, BAS Board of Education 
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